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/INTERN ATIONAL

WOMEN’S DAY

wr firsd e comes 10 you on March 8§ —

International Women's Day. Traditionally i

2 day when mectings and cvents are
organived 10 campaign on specific isucs, 10 cxamine the
progress of the women's movement and 10 celebeate the
mcreasing contribution of women 10 the political,
social, cconomic and cultural life of thelr communities
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Bue March 8 s abwo a day when we should pay tribute
10 the many courageous women all oser the world who
are playing thewr pant in the siruggle for peace and
democracy. And it i a day when we should rememder in
pariicular all the thowsands of girls and womon who
have suffered ronure, imprsonment and death ar the
hands of Fepressive regimes

Romembee for exampie, 12 yoar old Vilma Ramoz of
El Salvador who in July 1978 was arrested, tortured and
raped i frond of her mother by soldiers. Or Gracicla
Aries, an Argentmnian lving in Bolivia who, bovause she
swpportcd a tin miners” snke, was with her baby
davghtcr Carla handod over by the pole 10 the
Argentinian amhontics in Augus 1976, Thore had boeen
o extraditon order, and nother Gracicla nor Carla
bave boen heard of since, in spite of ¢fforts by 1heir
fricnds and relations to find them,

We shoukd remember too, Suad Khairy, a 50 year old
Tragy demograt, writer and mother of 1two, who was so
swvercly orured Tor iy weeks thin she had o hean
attack, Or Sugiyah an Indonesan girl who wan arrested
i 1965 at the age of 1Y and who is still in prison.
Sugiyvah's ooly crime was that she bolonged to a youth
group which was opposcd 10 the povernmen)

Sadly, the It is endicss. Bat we must romember (oo
the womcen fochy coouph 10 I in Peogrossivg oo rics
who are working daily 10 buld socialivm, and from

\-bumlhcn: o maxch for us 1o kam /

Womens View

Change is all around us. For lreland one of the most
significant developments of the last decade has
been the increasing determination of women to
assume their rightful status as full and equal
members of soclety.

Women themselves have been in the forefront of
what i3 still an ardous battle, demonatrating James
Connolly’s dictum, “None 30 fit 1o broak the chains
as thoie who wear thom™, But in waging their own
strugg'e women have also discovered their
commn cause with all those opposed to the
exploitative eoconomic and soclal order which
governs our ives.

Sinn Féin The Workers® Party believes that the
struggle for women's rights is an essential
component of our work to establish socialism in
Ireland. For some time now the National Women's
Committee of SFWP has realised the necessity for a
vehicle 1o promote this struggle and to record the
exparionces of our sisters throughout the world.

Our magazine hopes not only to reflect the
changes in women’s lives but 1o be a part of that
process for change by highlighting issues of vital
concern to women and to all committed to
progressive social change.
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CHARLIE’S
HYPOCRISY

The chairperson of the
Council for the Status of
Women, Anne Kavanagh, has
called the [B000 alocation
from the Government
‘derisory” and totally
Inadeguate. It cesainly
makes o nonsense of Charlie
Haughey's words a1 the
Flanna Fél Ard Fheis. Let's
just look at these again,

“The stmus of women in
ow society must continue to
recoive unremitting attention
with sympathetic
examination  of owr struc
tures being followed up by
enlightened action,

“Since the Commission on
the Stotus of Women was
establishad n 1970 much hoas
been achieved. There are,
howeaver, still  areas of
discrimination and difficulty
for women. Full equality Is
the sém of Flanna Fdll, We
think we have given o clesr
Indication of our attitude and
our approach by appointing
tha first  ever  woman
Minister since Madame
Markievicz in 1918, We
consistently appoint waomen
10 boards, Institutions, and
agencies as the opportunity
10 do s0 wises. At the next
election we shall try to have
as many women candidotes
as possible, Progress may
not be as rapikd as mony
women would wish but |
would ke 10 give this Ard
Fheis an assurance that we
Intend 10 procesd &s rapidly
ns  circumstances and
resources permit and that we
will not bo sstsfied wtil
woman enjoy o status in owr
soclety equal in avery way to

that of men.*”
With  an  undesfunded
Employment Equality

Agency, this derisory grant to
the Council for the Status of
Women and a hundred
thousand pounds budget
subsidy for hvloys, aro weo
oxpocted to take his

ossurances seriously?

MISTREATED |

A woman admitted 0 the
BeMast City Hospital for an
after-birth operation has
claimed that her consultant
gynacologist  insulted and
embarrassed her because she
Wis & divorcoe.

pragnancy
confirmed  however the
woman was rushed to the
City Mospital
miscarriage, On discharge she
was askod to retun in fowr
wooks time for an
oppointmant at the out
pationts.

har “l1s that the only reason?”’
The Incredulous worman sakd
"Can you think of any
other?”" at which the
consultant told the nurses
not to bring hor into the
thaatre and said he would be
back.

He roturmned with the
patient’s file in his hand and
pointed to the word
DIVORCED on It and said
“Are you sure that isn't the
reason why you'rea having
the coll titted?”. The woman
states I wos  confused,
ombarrassed and deeply
pranoyed. | panicked when it
it me that he was probably
going to prevent the theatre

toam fit the codl 8o | said that
1 was now back with my ex.
nusband HMis  attitude
immediately changed and he
said “Oh, that's all right,” and
asked the nurses and doctors
1o go ahwad and do whatover
I wanted done.

“When | came out of
hospital and thought over the
incident the full impact of
what he had sald raolly het
meo. What did it matter 1o him
as 8 consultant whether |
was married, singlo. divorced
or whatever? He had never
visited mae in the ward vither
when | was In for the
niscarriage or the after birth
oparation. Perhaps if he had
visited me there inatend of
walting untll | was litorally
ready 10 be wheeled into the
theatre he would have seen
10 It that | did not get & pre
med. becavse of my blood
complaint. | never knew
doctors were getting aid 1o
maoralise 10 pationts '

PROPERTY
FIRST

Gabway's battered wives and
children have been batly lot
down by residents of that
salubeious suburb, Salthvil,

The Western Health Bourd
had planned to set up @
refuge and had gone 5o far as
10 purchoss a theeo storey
house ot Ardmara Road.
Salthill for this purpose Stiff
opposition came from local
residents  however and
Golway Corporation last year
refused planning permission
on the grounds of diminished
“residontiad  amenity”  |for
this read “the price of
proporty might be sffected )

Their refusal was uphold by
the Planning Appeal Boord
ond in Januory the Health
Board was forced 1o formally
abandon the Ardmara
scheme,

All may not yot be lost,
howevaer. The Bomd has
edopted a recommeondation
that the Ardmars house be
sold and thet an alternative
site be sought lin cooperation
with Galway Social Services
Councill. Let's hope that this
time the vary many Gabway
peaple who have
oxpressed their concern at
the setback to the project
will mako thomselves heard
sbove the defenders of the
sanctity of highprice
housing.

FEMINIST
DIARY

" you are using the 1980
Women's Diary Guide Book
its publishers, Irish Feminist
Information want to know
what you think of it. They
have complled a
questionnake 1o find out In
what way the diary has boen
useful and what
improvemonts can be made.
They'd also Wke to know it
thay have left anything out
und how it can be distributed
better. You can contact the
Irish Feminist Foderation at
45 Elmwood Avenue.

Ranelagh. Dublin &

"WOMEN’
SCRAPPED

The waomen's page in the
lrish  fodependent has  gone
and they e now ‘Being
independent”. The 'woman’
label was scrapped ‘because
wo don't think it is valid any
longer in terms of oquality, in
terms of our readership and
in terms of owr coment’

Whilst all the arguments for
this chaonge aro worthy and
understandable in the light of
some advances by women
they had a familiar echa

Some years ago the
women journalists on the
lreigsh Timet  announced
triumphantly that due to the
advance of women, and
because women’s issues e
wsually sociol guestions it
wasn't necessary to have a
women's page any longer,
After some years they re
mtroduced it a8 Our Times.
Dropping the women's page
had meant women were
gradually squeezed out
altogether,

Women will watch Baing
Independent with a special
interest,




AWOMAN 'S WORK ...

Liz McManus

‘ At first it seemed a ridiculous
idea — with lIrish politics
already riddled with family
comections it would be carrying
that trend fo an extreme for a
husband and a wife 1o stand for
election in the same town, And yet
the local Sinn Féin The Workers'
Party branch members were keen to
go ahead with a line up of two
women and two men, including
John and myself as our Local
Election team of candidates in the
various wards in Bray.

Once 1 got used to the idea |
agreed to stand. After all it was
equally ridiculous to make our
married state a barrier particularly
when | was constantly preaching
that womeén had to seize
opportunities to redress the
imbalance against women in public
life,

The cléction campaign itsell
required a certain  amount of
organization of our domestic life.
But my children love an election,
For them it's a time of indulgent
babysitters who feed them
forbidden gobstoppers and
lollipops; of loving grandparents
who take them off for a treat on

Polling Day; and parents who are’

100 preoccupied to notice bad

behaviour,

When the votes were counted it
was a heartening result with SFWP
being established as the third biggest
political party in the area with two
seats on Bray Urban District

Council. Obviously the clectorate
were willing to accept me as a
candidate in my own right and gave
us the mandate accordingly.

Foolishly, | thought that the
biggest hurdle had been overcome
but jt is only now, cight months
after the clection that we are finally
adjusting to the changes that have
come as a result,

Neither of us had foreseen the
enormous: workload attached 1o
Council business. For many people
a Councillor is a surrogate social
worker who can unravel the secret
mysteries of the Department of
Social Welfare, or crack the code in
which all standard application
forms are written. Like all public
representatives . we  have  been
brought in to participate in the
continuous warfare that goes on
between Government Departments
and working class people.

To  battle with bureaucracy
requires stamina and often
insurmountable problems are put in
the way of people whose lives are
full of hardship already.
full of hardship already. And here |
am thinking particularly of women.
It has happened so often now that |
am no longer surprised when | open
my front door to some woman who
looks like any other, neatly dressed,
sell possessed, who sits in my living
room and unfolds a life story of
such pain and misery that
sometimes | have difficulty
comprehending what she is saying.

Another difference in our lives
has been the vast quantity of paper
which we now receive by post —
reports, minutes of meetings,
docuntentation of every kind which
must be studied, analysed and used
when we debate in the Council
chamber. After all, our 'principal
function is to put forward Socialist
policies publicly and to influence
Council decisions to favour working
people. In order to combat the
conservative majority on the
Council we must have well-
rescarched arguments so that by
fighting hard on issues we can win
victories despite being a minority

party.

When elected | had a part-time
job as an architect and a family of
three children to care for, The
domestic routine quickly became
frantic. 7.30 am | rose like a
whirling dervish out of my bed, got
three boys bed and dressed and got
1o school in time for me to be at my
drawing board at the office at 9
o'clock,

At lunchtime | had 20 minutes to

shop, clean up the breakfast things, .

before the children came home from
school and | got down to Council
matters. At night there are a whole
range of meetings to attend.

Very quickly | became a public
representative who hardly knew
what day it was, let alone the major
headlines of the day; an architect
who never opened a technical

Y
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DR. JOHN

® Liz and John McManus — lrefand’s first husband and wife team in politics

handbook; # mother who galloped
around the house brushing aside
little boys in order 10 grapple with
the ever-increasing demands of
housework. Of course the little boys
developed their own methods of
retaliation, Their behaviour became
wilder as my resistance became
weaker,

At Christmas | finally cracked.
There seemed to be no point in
trying 1o be Superwoman, so | gave
up my job. Now | do my Council
work in the peace ful mornings
when the boys are at school, | even
read the Irish Times now. | can
enjoy my childress, something which
has had a moderating effect on their
antics, Unfortunately 1 can see the

exhaustion and tension which | used
to feel still mirrored in John's fage
as he siruggles with his job as &
doctor and his work as a Councillor,

It is hard 1o imagine what our life
would have been like if | had not
stood in the clection, Other women
married 10 politicians can be totally
dominated by their  husband’s
activities without having any direct
involvement or interest in politics
themselves, They are expected 1o be
the ones 10 answer the phone calls,
post the letters, and act like a loyal
little buffer between the great man
and his constituents,

There are certain advantages 1o
both of us being Councillors —
although our work-load is doubled

sometimes it ¢an be halved by
sharing it out between us. But a
delicate balance always has 1o be
maintained to prevent our political
Iife destroving our family life, In
our house we ban political work on
i Sunday, a rule which we respect as
zealously. as the orthodox Jew
respects his Sabbath, It's our day to
escape and when the weather is fine
we do escape to the Wicklow hills
with the three boys. ,

OLizr McManus, Sinn Féin The
Workavs® Party member for the past
ton years, was elected to Bray
U.0.C, (Ca. Wicklow) in June 1979,




hildren begin to learn that

it's a man's world from an

carly age. Even il they
came from families where siereo-
typing is avoided, they cannol
escape a concentrated  dos¢ of
prejudice when they start school.
School Is  especially  important
because this s the place where the
child learns about the world outside
his or her own home. Here the child
learns about the real world — but iy
it real?

From their schoolbooks young
children will quickly learn that men
and boys are more important and
more highly valued than women and
girls. Male characters outnumber
females by ratios ranging from 2:1
1o §:1.

In the English and Irish readers
they will discover thal women are
usually dependent upon men. In

fact some women Aare 3o
insignificant  that they are only
deseribed  in terms of  their

relationship 10 a man c¢.g., the
farmer's wife, the tinker's daughter.
On the other hand, men are never
referred to as the doctor's husband
or the nurse's son

The authors of these exibooks
seem 1o Teel that they Aave to tell us
whether a woman s marricd or not
but for men it doesn't really matter,

The typical woman is the home-
making mother, She shops, prepares
and serves Tood, washes dishes and
clothes, irons, nurses baby and
cleans the house. Oulside the home
her encrgy evaporates — except for
shopping of course, Even on family
outings,. while Daddy and the
children go  off swimming or
fishing, mother is only it 1o sit in
the sun, Occasionally she summons
up enough encrgy 10 read a book.

Working women, when they
appear occupy ‘a very resiricted
range of occupational roles: the
most typical being schoolicacher,
shop assistant, nurse and queen
(which usually means wife of ihe
king). In contrast men appear in a
wide variety of occupations —

Sexism in
Schoolbooks

Work 15 fun
Rusty likes 1o help

‘Stop. stop.”’ soys Daddy
‘Mammy will not like thot.'

Mouro is in the house

She has 1o héip Mommy.

She can do house work

“Sean will like this cake.” she sayy

® A tvpical example, Basic Reader 2 by Fallons (Hopscotch Reading Scheine

for Primury Schools.)

everything from a shopkeeper 10 an
astronnut,

In fact, the only aren where men
keep a low profile is in the home,
Here, he s extremely  inactive.
Although he gardens occasionally
and plays with the children from
time 1o time oulside, he becomes
paralysed as soon as he steps inside
the house! Although he manages to
cat and drink with ease, he rarcly
raises himself out of his armchair,

ut  perhaps’ the most
curious  of all  1he
exaggerated stercotypes in
the readers is the notion that ¢ars
are the preserve of the male.
Nowhere in any of the readers is a

woman permitied (o drive a car,

Not  surprisingly, the children
portraved in the readers reflect these
same adult roles, When the girls
aren't helping Mammy in the house
and caring for their baby brothers
and sisters, they are usually playing
at keeping house and nursing their
dolls, Boys on the other hand,
engage in a wide varicty of activitics
— particularly  those demanding
courage and initiative,

In defence of these reading
schemes, the publishers often ¢laim
that  this stereolyping  happens
accidently, However that  ¢laim
doesn’t really bear close analysis,
The stercotypes occur with alarming
regularity:
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The boy has his boat and his
seroplane. The girl has her dolls.
“Would you like to play with my
aeroplane Nora?"™ “*No thank you
Tom. Not now, | have my two dolls
to play with."' **All boys say that'',
says Nora. All boys like to play ball.
Do rigls like to play ball? Some
girls, but not all,

INew Jtoorzamn o fanink ) inewsee Bowier 1y

“Please Mammy we wanl to
help'' said Billy. *'I want some
cakes for tea”’, sald Mammy, " You
may 40 10 the cake shop for me. Buy
the cakes you like''. “'Shopping Is
not work', said Tom. *‘Buying
cakes is no work for boys''.
(Hapscotoh Extension Rewder 2)

In view of the clear distinction
between the adalt roles, it is hardly
surprising that the only children

who discuss the future are boys. Ina
discussion on carcers, a girl does
intervene on one occasion:

“Pilots have a wonderful life,""
says Tom, **I will be a pilot when |
grow up.'" **Before this you wanted
10 be a postman,’’ says Nora, ' You
never know what you want you just

don't know,''  ANew HMorizows Bk
Revider I

Nora of course has no doubis
about her Muture because she has no
choice.

he same prejudiced views
are 10 be found in all the
other textbooks in the

primary school. In history, owur
children learn about the grave
injustices suffered by the Catholics
of this country during the Penal
times. They were only allowed 10
own a small amount of property:
they weren't allowed 10 vote, and so
on. These history books do not

point out that even when Catholic
Emancipation was achieved women
of all religions were not allowed 10
vole, 10 own large amount of
Property ele, eie,

Instead  of opening up mew
opportunities for our children the
educational system in this country
sems to be intent on forcing them 1o
adopt rigid stercotyped patterns of
behaviour and 1o expect  linle
other than the traditional work roles
for the future,

The officials in the Depariment of
Education are fully aware of this
situation, but they say that nothing
will be donc about it uniil parents
and-teachers complain in sufficient
nembers,  Itods time  that  those
complaints began pouring in.

SEAMAS SHELLS & currently editing 3 book
on  wevivm  im children’s  litcrutre  Tor
puhlicntion this sear by Aclen Hiwise — The
Womea's Prow,

V4

THATCHER ANTI-

he Women's  Advisory
Commitee of the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions

condemns the British Government’s
anthude 10 the rights of working
women and the blaantly  sexist
trend running through much of s
present sociinl and economic policy.

Six monmths of Tory rule have
proven thém not just anti-women
bul anti-working women.

In justifying the new immigration
regulations they are unashamedly
breaking the principles of equality
of opporiunity embodied in the Sex
Discrimination  legistation.  What
confidence can be placed in a
Government which openly breaks
the law of the land in order 10 gain
isown ends?

On the cconomic front, there is a
definite move on the part of the
Government 1o drive women out of
the workforce and incarcerate them
in the home. In proposing to exempt
small firms and new firms from
their  obligations  under the
Maternity  Regulations, 1the

Governmem has been prepared 1o
saerifice  the  rights of  the
predominantly female,
predominantly low-paid workloree
which sustains these organisstions.,

The Government has made 1
abundantly ¢lear  that their
philosophy is & ‘woman's place is in
the home' and that iy where (hey
wim 10 keep her, Closures of nursery
schools, old peoples homes and
geriatric wards, the running-down
of homehelp swervices and Meals on
Whecls, and a reduction in social
service  support for  the
handicapped, are all guaraniegd 1o
keep women at home 1o tackle theswe
jobs, unpaid and unaided.

n embarking on (his course of
cemotional  blackmail,  the

Government  has  singularky
failed 1o recognise that  many
working women will not be going
back to the home. Working class
women have always had 10 work in
order 10 help feed and clothe their
families, Who will help them do so

WOMEN

when 1they are forced oul of their
joba? I oseems unhikely thin thee
Government is prepared 1o doso,

Tory cuts in public spending nre
Iieting evervone, but they have been
n paniculardy  brutal blow 1o
working mothers.  The insensitive
closure of nursery schools during
the International Year of the Child
Is one effective method of forcing
women out of the workforee and
ample evidence thar the struggle for
improved day care facilities will be a
bitter oaec,

The cuts in general are seriously
hitting ancillary  workers in  the
Bealth and education sectors of the
public services. It s no coincidence
thar 1the majority of these workers
are low paid, part-time  women
workers. Anyone misguided enough
10 have welcomed Britain®s first
woman Prime Minister as a victory
for equality of opportunity must by
now realise that her Government is
Intemt on  setting  the siatus of
women back by at least twenty years
by negating our hard won rights.




Who'’ll look after
the children?

s it unfair to say that the
socialist  solution to the
working mother problem can
be summed up in one five letter
word — creche? Probably, It would
be fairer to say that nothing
approaching a solution has yet been
proposed, possibly because the
problem isn't yet seen as a priority;
also possibly because the people
who do the devising of solutions are
still Jargely men. The women are at
home, minding the children, waiting
for the solution.

Yet we have now reached a point
in Ireland where it is fairly widely
accepted that (a) the demand for full
employment includes females as well
as male adults; (b) that 8 woman's
right to work is in no way waived or
jeopardised by her role as child-
bearer; (c) that the fight for
conditions which ensure equality —
parity of pay, opportunity etc. —
are the responsibility of both sexes.

This represents a considerable
advance on the thinking of only ten
years ago, and it is a bit astonishing
that we haven't gone any further in
dealing with the remaining practical
problems: who's going to mind the
children, then? The attitude among
men — and some women ~— seems
to be that state-supported creches
should be the ultimate demand, and
in the meantime it's up to individual
women to make individual
arrangements.

The premise underlying the
altitude is a faulty one for two
reasons. It assumes that the point of
providing care for children is simply
1o release women into the workforce
on the same footing as their male
colleagues, and it also assumes that
creches will serve the same function
as well or better than women
traditionally did in the home,
keeping children fed, clothed, toilet
trained, away from the fire and road
traffic and instructed in the basics
of social behaviour,

Suppose, now, we¢ were 1o start
from another basis, one more
appropriate to socialists? Let us
assume that the primary purpose of
any industrial policy is 1o encourage
the wellbeing of workers in society,
including the workers of the future
who are now children, in that
context we could examine a variety
of aspects related to mental and
physical health, one of which would
be the needs of children and another
the needs of parents, both mothers
and fathers.

And while it might appear to have
little to do with the realities of
productivity, the needs of children
should be outlined first. It is only in
the past thirty years or 50 that any
significant research into  the
development of infants and small
children has been undertaken, and
much of the evidence 1o date is
ambiguous. The major name in

by Mary Geraghty

child psychology in this part of the
world is John Bowlby, who
presented his research on the
importance of mothering to the
World Health Organisation in 1951,

owlby was adamant on the

essential importance of the

mother-child bond (o the
child’s emotional development, and
his work did much to reinforce the
ciase against “‘working mothers'' at
the time and for some time
afterwards.

Quite clearly the message also
suited the economic circumstances
of the time, Women had returned to
the home after World War Two,
when their presence in the labour
force had been economically
essential — and therefore
unquestioned in relation to other
values — and the economies of the
West placed increasing reliance on
intense consumerism.

For most of the next decade and
well into the "60s, the thrust of most
work in the area was toward a policy
of kecping mothers at  home,
offering their children security and
undivided devotion as well as
nutritious dinners. It has only been
in the past fifteen years or so that
child psychology has seriously
challenged this viewpoint. Research
is still inadequate; indeed it's
doubtful whether research of this
kind can ever prove conclusive.




But certainly many of Bowlby's
absolute tencts have been greatly
modified, and some of the original
findings pretty thoroughly
repudiated. One of the problems
attributed 1o working mothers in the
'S0s, for instance, was juvenile
delinquency based on some studies
which indicated a ‘higher incidence
of youth crime among children of
women who went out to work.

The *“‘larchkey children'' scare
story frightened a generation of
women before someone went back
1o re-assess  the research and
discovered that many of the juvenile
delinquents in  question were the
products of severe emotional stress
from broken homes — which is why
their mothers were working in the
first place.

Thirty years later, child
psychologists tend to be far more
flexible in their attitudes toward the
effect of working mothers on
children. What we do know now
about what children need can be
broken down into 3 few basic
factors,

The prime requisite for an infant
s a loving, personal relationship
with one or two adults from birth
onward. Without that, the child will
grow up seriously impaired; with i,
a child can surmount i great many
other deprivations. Obviously, the
quality of the relationship will have
enormous  repercussions  on  the
quality of the child's development,
but even slipshod and ignorani
tending from a loving adult is better

than efficient and hygicnic care
from an indifferent one.

The essential requisite is
affection, and not o generalised
fondness for cuddly small babies,
but an individual and personal bond
offered by someone who was going
to offer continuity as well. On this
point, on which Bowlby himself was
most adamant, child psychologists
are still in agreement. Bowlby's
definition of cominuity was
permanent, around-the-clock, 365
days a year tending by the same
adult for the first year of life and

gradual expansion 10 other adulis.
Few psychologists today would have
such rigid standards.

evertheless, continuity is

seen as crucially important:

the same adult oh @
regular basis, offering not merely
physical care but personal attention
Many psychologists believe that the
quantity of time spent with a child is
less important than the quality of
time: studies of (he Israchi kibbutz,
where children are looked afier in
groups for most of the time, have
shown that the bonds remain very
strong with parents they see for only
short  periods  daily because the
period of family reunion is free of
any of the stress of getting meals,
doing housework, shopping and
dealing with chores,

The same may well apply 1o child-

minding siluations in  castern
European couniries, where
communal care has been  long

established, where child-minders are
not only irained and suitably paid
but also remain in constant contac
with the same children over years of
carly childhood.

The point is not that there is only
onc form of good child.care, for

there may well be many, The point
is that we do know much more than
we did about children’s needs, and
any system  or. combination of
systems miust 1ake senous account
of those needs.

What then do we know abouwt the
needs of parents, both mothers and
Iathers? In some ways (his is far
more mysterious territory, for the
individual reasons  for  bearing
children are as varied and numerous
as the individuals who choose 1o do
SO,

Two points:can safely be made,
First, if we are committed to the
welfare of the worker, there is every
reason 10 believe that  his/her
personal fulfilment and domestic
satisfaction are equally important as
health, safety, housing. recreational
outlets and so forth, the factors
socialisi thinking have long counted
ns prioritics.

Second, parenthood is now, for
the first time in history, a choice,
and will become less and less a
matter of accident in the coming
years, We must assume that many
workers who opt for parenthood do
w0 because the particular fulfilment
of having children is important to

@ Encouraging the wall-being of workers in society includes the workers of the

future wha are now children,




them and meets some personal need,
and that need deserved protection,

That much being said, it must
also be conceded tha the ways in
which individual needs can be met
varies enormously, and thar it is
possible, even likely, that few
parenis know what they wanl in
terms of childcare uniil they have
already had children.

here is a great deal of
interest curremly, for
instance, in the psycho-

logical  process of “‘bonding
between mother and child, Some
psychologists are arguing that the
more immediate the contact after
birth, and the more continuous, the
better the relationship  between
mother and child and the fewer the
probiems 1o be coped with at a later
date, Some argue that given enough
time 1o complete  the bonding
process  adequately, most women
will not want 10 leave their babies (o
take up work outside the home for
months or years,

Experiments with new methods of
dehivery, new systems of home and
hospital confinement  will
undoubtedly continue on a much
wider scale, and there is also a new
attiiude toward  encouraging the
participation of fathers in care of
their children from birth onward.

At the same time, it & by no
means unknown for women who

have had babies with the intention
of looking after them themselves,
find themselves unable 10 do so,
unwilling to do so, desperately
unhappy confined 10 their homes
and anxious 1o take nearly any
arrangement 1o return (o work.

How do we achieve a policy on
childcare that can meet all the
variables possible? We must, |
think, begin by accepting that the
influx of women into the workforce
does not mean that women will
adopt the mode of working thai
men have traditionally had, but that
the condithons must change, Women
are not going oul to do “‘men'’s
work', 10 live in & male style;
workers musi change the rules to
suil the new conditions.,

What we need is a policy of
inmegrating paid employment with
parenthood — and the emphasis
must be on  parenthood. The
“working mothers™ problem is not
the preserve of women, and the
responsibility for child¢are must be
assumed by borh sexes.

This Is true even though we will
almost cenainly have far more
single parent families in the luture
than we have had in the past, simply
because the reponsibility for the
future of the society is a collective
one,

eginning with thai policy,

we should set out the most

flexible possible formula,
We must have, for example, not
only paid maternity leave, bul tne
right 1o unpaid leave of several years
with a guaranteed right (o return to
work, This leave should be termed
“parental leave", and be open 1o
fathers,

We should work for a system
which allows options: creches, in
both the workplace and community,
trained child-minders who are not
only well paid for their work but
free 1o choose it from inclination
and not financial need as is now the
case; child-minders’ allowance ‘for
those parents who prefer 1o make
individual arrangements in  their
own homes; shorter working hours
for parents of small children, part-
tlime work, job-sharing, flexi-time, &
network of support facilities from

launderette 10 canteen facilitics,
alter-school care,
If there was a genuine

commitment within, for example,
the trade union movement along
these lines, and a comprehensive
policy at political level, the women
now at home minding the children
might be far more inclined 10 believe
their problems were being taken
senously; and might then take up a
far more active part in the struggle
to achieve the system we're looking
for.

on “bone fide" cases and the Individuals  {and  implicitly
right 10 opt out of providing a restrict  the sexual and
Bill not on service; restrict distribution of personal bohoviour of youth
information 1o thosa who and unmarried):  effoctively
Contraception Action have boen lcensod by the force many women to opt for
Programme  (CAP]I  han government. insist ol outlets the most, accossidle and not
condemned Haughey's for “anificid comraceptives’ most  suitable
contraception law. Far from be licensad ["natural mathod' form of birth control with
extending right of access, cinics ara axempted). pussible disasterous
establishing family _planning The effect of the Act will ba consequences.
clinics throughout the country w0 hand over 1o private
and decrieninolising the sale eoterprisa  (doctors)  what As the Fianna Fall
and distribution of should esssntially be o state have a twenty
contracoptives. the Act funded anxd organised service: soat majority, they have little
further restricts the right to discriminate  agalnst  the difficulty  ramening  theough
choose. working class who will not be sy laws thoy wish but the
Briefly the new Act will  able to aMford & doctor's and question then posed is how
distribute condoms  on chemiat's diaponsing fee; give far they can implement it. Cap
doctors proscription theough  moral authority to the medicel bolleves the successful

profession to vato the
personal  behaviour of
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Good health

Our Health page will feature regular contributions from & Doctor
which will be of particular concern to women.

t's her nerves aL her again, or

she has o nervous breakdown,

or her nerves were paralysed;
and what about “‘she had nervous
shingles, or a nervous ulcer?"”

Apart from the common
denominator of the word ‘nerves’
and the [female pronoun or
adjective, these nerves and iheir
SYMPLOMmS s¢em Lo cover a variety of
complaints. And just for interest,
the medical advertisements for
tranquiflisers and sedatives always
portray a worried female face with
the captions: *‘for her — at tha
difficult time..."" (picture of a
woman in  black, presumably a
widow); or *‘a better way back o
normal for your patients with
depression'; or ' X —the emotional
stabiliser'®. These last two captions
could theoretically apply to anyone
— but the picture is 1that of a
woman, not a man, Delicate flowers
we might like to think ourselves, bu
there isn't any evidence that we are
any more emotionally unstable, or
suffer from our ‘nerves’ in this
context more than men — rather the
reverse in some instances,

So what are these things ‘nerves’,
and who does suffer from them?
When we use this word we can mean
all sorts of things., Broadly, therc
are three different categorics of
usage. We could mean any of the
psychiatric conditions that affect
people (men and women), either duc
10 an internal siwvation, or some
external  factor(s) — often a
combination of both. In this
country we have one of the highest
rates of admission to psychiatric
institutions and A recen! survey
brought out the disturbing fact tha:
the incidence of schizophrenia is

four in 100 — whereas it is one in
100 for most other countries. There
seems 1o be a definite correlation
with loncliness and celibacy —
referring particularly to single males
in rural areas, especially the West of
Ircland.

We could mean organic diseases
of the actual nerves of the body, or
the brain, which may affect
muscles, Polio would fit into this
category. Or we could mean the sort
of no-man's land between our
minds and our bodies — the
psychosomatic diseases. These are
the physical conditions that have
their roots in some Kind of
psychological stress: asthma, peptic
ulcers, some allergies and skin
rashes — the list is very long. We all
know that our emotions and feelings
can be manifest in physical
phenomena; the sweating and dry
mouth that can accompany fear and
anxiely are due 1o the release of o
substance called adrenalin into the
blood sircam,

o il is not really surprising
that emotions and hidden
frauma in our minds can
produce  physical  diseases, The
famous remark ““Serrow that hath
no vent in jears may make other

organs weak*' actually refers 1o a
disease of the ¢olon, or large bowel,
called ulcerative colitis. But it holds
good for many physical
manifestations  of  underlying
cmotional siress.

When we try 10 evaluate the siress
discases and the factors thar may
contribute (0 them, where do we
sMop? Sometimes the cause may be
obvious. | can think of quite a few
cases of asthma  which  cured
themselves after marriage — getting
away lrom parental  dominance
seemed 10 do the trick. Sometimes
parents can be quite perverse when
asked 1o co-operate. There was one
case of & hitle girl with bedwelting
and a strick authoritarian mother.
The mother was asked to make a

n



chart for ecach week, never to
comment on wet days, (just 10
change the sheets and grin and bear
it) but to put a big godd star on the
dry days and to offer congrat-
ulations and encouragement.

At the end of the first week, when
visiting the doctor, she started off
by saying *‘I'm afraid she's been
very wicked this week', and she
pointed o a chart full of gold stars,
The physician thought there had
been an error in understanding on
the mother's part. But it wasn't,
Things got no better, and eventually
a social worker ascertained that the
child had been conceived befare
marriage, and the mother was in a
perverse way ‘paying her husband
back' for what she considered was
his fault,

There are all sorts of parameters,
and it"s hard 10 know where 1o draw
the line, ‘Accident proneness’ can
be an indication of stress. I'm not
just referring to the broken limbs of
a battered baby, but the ordinary
accidents that occur in the home,
and happen in some homes too often
for comfort, which if investigated
could perhaps have been prevented
by paying more atiention to the

cconomic and social factors that
may have placed the household
under duress; may have prevented
the child being left alone in a room
with an unguarded fire; may have
prevented the live electric wires
hanging from the ceiling; or the
open window on the cleventh floor
of a tower block.

hat of the child who is
given a low grade in
school, perhaps labelled

illiterate or mentally retarded, who
is constantly mitching? What about
1aking the school attendance or non-
attendance rates as an indication of
stress in a child? It would certainly
be saner than bringing them to the
juvenile court and removing them
from home. What about 1aking the
non-payment of rent as another
factor? Perhaps a family could be

rescued at an early stage by using

parameters such as these, rather
than simply re-housing them in the
unsanitary conditions of sub-
standard  housing, where the
obvious diseases associated with dirt
and overcrowding will certainly
mask any underlying stress
condition.

Even what may seem the simple
problem of dicting and overweight

(and its opposite, anorexia nervosa,
or starving oneself), may be a ¢ry of
help ‘What about me — | need
help'. In fact, 10 try and cope with
all these problems, 10 prevent them
by evaluating stress and its physical
manifestations in a community
means involving far more than the
medical profession and using the
statistics of known diseasces,

This very large group of
psychosomatic ilinesses are often
the most difficult to trem for one is
usually treating the symptom, not
the cause. They are also the ilinesses
which have myriad cures, from
simple aspirin to major surgery,
from acupuncture to faith healing.
This does not make them any the
less real to the sufferer. And many
of these discases are on the increase
< an indictment perhaps of the de-
personalisation of medicine and the
break-up of the living community,
More than any other ficld of
medicine this is the one where the
‘gury’ attitude could be replaced by
group involvement, by recognition
of each others' problems, and by
developing an ability 1o externalise
our hidden feelings and share them
with others, and by the development
of the sort of community where
people share and contribute 10 the
social values.,

&)

el
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Screen

So many reams of words
have been  writien  about
“Apocalypse Now''  that 1o
write still apother review seems
to be overkill. Yet in all the
reviews very bBitle has been
written about the view of
women in any aspect. Women
played a curlous part in ihe
Vietnam War just as they did in
the movie.

The stereocypes, o popualir
in movies about '‘happier,
more popular’’ wars could no
longer apply. The friendly
native gitl Belping the kind,
big, dumb  Yaaks (hrough
hostile 1erritory and
inevitably, falling hopelessly in
love with one of them would no
longer sasivfy even the most
mindless John Wayne
aficlonado. There I 100 much
evidence 1hat the Vietnamese
g not Jove thelr American
bencfactoes, individually or
otherwise,

Then too there has always

been the image of the girl noxi™

door, waiting on the home
front, doing meaningful
volunieer work, dealt with ia
modern soap opera fashion in
“Coming Home', and other
filoes, (There have never been
films that portrayed woemen
working in munition factories,

on  the theory that
“meaningfal™ woek i often
acceptably middle class,)

Fimally, just as often, there is
the ‘bad girl' with a heany of
pold who wsually sees the light
e end of the picture

The old myths have died hard,
The new Kind of war has few
winpers or losers, much less
heroes or villaims, and the ol
cardboard characiers of both
sexes have hid 10 go.

Francis Coppola, as Director
and wcriptwriter, porirays the
road ome soldier muv  take,
having been given orders 10
assassinate a  berserk Green
Berer caprain, who has taken
over a tribe of Momagnard
soldiers and set himself up as
God, While it is based loowely
on Joseph Conrad's “Hean of
Dazkness'', the overwhelming
overtones are nod 0 much of
good or ewil as Comrad had

meant, but  of perpetual
Crariness,
The soldicn on cach side are

hall ¢razed with killing and
while the obviousy criminally
Insane are few and far besween,
there are few fine diviions
between what Is criminal and
what s Insane, There are acis
of unspeakable violence.

10 is ol very beautiful, filmed
in breathtaking cimemn
togrophy, bul dooe s with
wach distance.

Vicinamese  women
appear throughout 1he (Mm and
from the vivon of ihe
American they do indesd look
adike. They are mot cooidered
human by most of the soldsers,
for 1o comsider them human
would cause a whaole

quesiioning of whar and why
they were (here,

Much has been writlen about
Coppola's  own collapse,
during the filming, as am
analogy 10 the collapse of the
American War effort, but the
ape, Ihe anger I8 cuthously

absent, .

Whint does come across is the
mnability to copy for everyone.
Just as Coppola toyed around
with 1wo or (lnee endings, he
ends with ooe that  seems
anticBimatic, bat s the most
belicvable, More 1o the posnl
the inability 1o end the war
certainly  seemed  no  bemy
difficult that ending the movie.

Coppola musl be
congratulated tor adtempeing (o
deal honestly with a subject
that the Amerkan people, by
and large, bave refused 10 deal
with. To those who prize
victory and nstional homour, il
became ihe one unwianable
wiit, the lirst war (he US has

ever Jost,

Since  1he American
myotvemeont officially ended in
1975, Vietmam o seldom

wpoken of, mever forgolten,
pover Lo be forgiven, Franch
Coppala at least altermopts to
remerober and remind. I he
fodls, so ¢id the American
people and so have they in thew
effort 10 learn a lesson,

SUSAN CLARKE

S tage

The play "Once a Catholic™
having eonded at the Onscar
Theatre provided more
aciressies  with good, meaty
roles than anything in a long
timse, The men took a decided
backsear with a few ¢hoice
turns by Paul Bennet aa a priest
and Jim Bactley as a stripped-
dowa Elvis,

Maialy the play comisted of
a series of vigneties, a1 a
comvent, Qur Lady of Fatima,
in London in the 19505, The
much laundered version shown
i Dublin tkes three oum and
several girly theough a yeae that
would send any ex-convent
swhoolgirl into a Mt of cold
nostitigix,

Theee girls emerge as the
main  protaganiss.  Mary
McGimty s the 50x version of
the teeny bopper, complete
with a Tekly Boy for a boy

friend, Mary Gallagher has a
budding priest for her boy
friend and Mary Mooney has
no one, Bat for & very fresh
performance by Brid Brennan
it could have all falien Ma, Ay
the Mercolype rode. was 100
obviouns 10 miss,

We all kpow that school girls
are imerested In SEX, just a
everybosdy, presumably, s but
there is only a glampse of the
real damage such archake and
perveried teaching  will
ultimately do 10 the people
imvolved,

The mother supetior
characters were all played with
greal wit and verve by Anna
Manahan, Afbleen Han and
Breada Doyle, but wlimaiely
they oo were all (00
recognisable. !

Iy ket then o Mary
Mooacy 10 become a pun
Thin 4 po trivmph for the
sisterhood an abe Iy Dot 1he
acodeenically  gified  ‘hrighu
spark’ they mighv have wivhel
for. It is not & commbtment of
bove or joy of even really of
fadth, 1t b an ushappy girl's
accepiance of & vooation that
hay  givem her  faith  and
sustenance  where Ihere wan
mone anywhere efse.

Il however (here hod bosn
any doubt or agony, along 1he
road (o the slimate el of
Catholic womanhod, i might
have been all less funny bul
more  understandable, and
witimately forgiveable. For that
in the great Naw of the play
Underneath the  excellent
performances and boud laughs
nothing of substance emerges

One wonders in years to
come will. Mary have
compassion for her painfully
shy papils, Will she undersiand
their  abysmal ignorance  on
most matiers? More bikely, she
will give them four decades of
the ronary, exiol the bives ol
saints and cnvare that another
gencration of girls will grow up
incapable of original 1bought,
reacting  invead of acting,
willing 10 acoept middle class
values and hypocrisy.

They will have no particular
social comicsence o concern
and little pride in themselves as
women, L is this legacy,
handed down from generation
10, gencration that underoeath
the laughter reminds one that
the Murder  Machine  that
Padraic Peane w0 eloguently
wrote about has pever died,

SUSAN CLARKE
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Books

One of the maks we set our
selves as socklists in owr

effort 1o change soclety is to
always rework

the idon that it is biological
differance between the

last year 2097 lrish women
travelled to  Britain  for
sbotion,

All of theze womun come
from the twanty six counting
only, The number of
Northorn  lreland  women
who go to Britain for
abortions is not inclkuded In
these figures,

The nationalities of the
women who have the
operation in Beitain are given
in an annusl report from the
Office of Population
Ceonsuses and Surveys,

A place s needed whare
individual women can corme
togother in groups to meet
each other, socialise.
exchangs indormation and
advice, share skills and
oxporionces, have poltical
discussions, got information
on  oxisting services and
activities, etc. in an infoemal
relaxad atmasphere,

The aims of the women's
centre are

® To ostablish and maintain o
Contre for woenen wiioh will
provide o meeting place,
information bursau,
educational  faclities  and
other resowoes and focilities
ns the Swering Collective
and members think fit,

# To promate and encoutsge
the advancement of women
in ol parts of Me in iroland,
o To promote and assist the
ostablishment of Centres for

sox09 that determinas sockel 20d then Mandsm divorce laws 0 not moosure lactures in the Thomas Davis
iife, raced & picture of the future women's  indepandant soriee  for Intornational
It has alertod us to & con theough the exporionce of economic status but indicote Women's Year in 1975 it is &
tradiction in  the social the past. that a clan or family was shame that the book could
rolations betwesn men and In this book & number of ontitled 10 claim back thel NOL COMO OUt garber
womaen, and that this contra- writars put together o peofile nvestmant in the marrioge However, It gives plonty of
diction is not ficed or ghven in of Irish women In a historcsl Rooders with a poltical hints and clues 10 anyone
the  way thet biologicel Sramework. - Womeh - ure interost will enjoy most the kien 10 pursue the huge task
diffarences would be. It is presentad in ddferant ages account of the women's of constructing a history that
slways wvolving and being and  through different suffrage movement and the has been soldom
offoctod by change and so themes. In carly and modeen women in the revolutionary remembered, wxplored  or
becomes one of those forces Iretand. at work and in the movement by Margatet written down.
that itsolf  effacts socal family, in trades unicns and MacCurtsin, and Mary Daly's
changs and the movement of in politics. raview of women n the
hasman bistory, trades  unlon  movement.
it & no surprise that so ...?.."w‘:...".‘....mm.. mmhw RTY
many people looking for 3 Becauss of the Bmited  Union — THERESE MORIA
S~ =
WSBRIES
~E
WOMENS woman theoughout lreland.
RTI eTo encoutage 1the
ABO ON CENTRE exchange of ieas and
FIGURES RISE infarmation among womaen
Woman from different llTMﬂ::n:‘lbtod.
number women bockgrounds have come elo bringing about
m ,:' ﬁub for together to campaign for o closer fo«m umong
Siorions bk diedn saoin Women's Centre in Dublin. women's groups.
X There is no focal point for eTo run commercial under-
in the first nine moaths of women s mm‘, n ."“Il d

articles, pamphiats
nawapapers and 10 publish
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in Germany provides a
prognant woman with an en
tidement of six weoks laave
batore child birth followed by
up 10 six months leave after
the has had the bhaby,

She will also now have up
to 750 DM » month (£200
appeox) as 8 wax  free
ollowsnce from the Federal
Goverament and the
absolute legal right to get her
job back. During this period
two months
afterwarda, she cannot be
given notice by her

omEloyor, (Ciose Lteny |

QUESTION?

What has redand in common
with Soudi Arabio, Libya,
Chad, Malta,
Kampuchan, Laos and
Gabon?

The official attitude 10
contraception and  famdly
planning. This came to lighs
whan the International
Planned Paranthood
Foderation (IPPF) compiled &
list of 144 countries

governmaent
atticudes, kroland falls into
the third lowest category.
that of “restrictions’”. And for

Libyn, Malawi, Chad, Molta,
Kampuchea, Laos and
Gabon. And shat's all

Every other EEC country
hes active support from in
government
CONBCOPLIvVE Aervicos, wnh
the exception of Belgium

integrated  Imo  the Heolth
Services. Spanish  state
hoalth  centres e  also
introducing services and in
Portugal family planning is
encouraged under the
goavarnmant hoalth

Progresmime.
Charlle Haughoy's
sectarian  fegisiation  leaves
us with a lot of catching vp 10
do,

nas recemly closed down all
sate contracoptive services
I response 10 prossure from
the Catholic Church. This
move mswres that  only
waalthy women, who can
atford privatd  medicnl
consultations, will  have
access to contraception.,
ALIMUPER - Action for
the Liberation of the Pevuvian
Woman ~ calls this move
“an  infringement  of the
rights of Peruvian women
who ara victimes, once agen,
of masculine power”. They
say the suspended services
ware 'strictly voluntary and

low cost” -~ they were
funded by the United
Nations. The church

authoeltion on the contrary
claim that Peruvian women
waore being “pressurised into
using birth control through
propegonda

10 the National
Institute of Statistics. 37% of
denths In Poru each yoor are
of children under the age of
one. There are over 85000
abortions a year and many of
the women who have them
end up in hospital with
complications, This altuation
can only get worse W
serviCes are ot restored.

UNITED
STATES

in the United States, in 1970,

& change for adults, in 1978,
for Instance, 4,000 women
competod in the all women
10,000 matres, in New York's
Cantral  Park  Show,
compared with fess than 100
I 1972, anvd this & part of &
general increase in

The trand s largely & by
poduct of the logisiation on

R Ada B A " s v el " -
v By o Mmbanl et o prowe she b memednd afwbery
T been
o, YA e
et = "
_::-:- L—-&n.-..-:a:u.:nh‘dl N3 rroeees
Pebun B g of Vet Ask
LI AT Ay el e e Bterw (Adbes of
Cominad Comvmpan| At Vs »
© A0 artounpt 10 abobsh the
ourdetod law of crimins
comvevsabon was defested
by Flannw Fiad deputios i o
vote of 62 r0 4 The
LESSON FOR obroxious 300 yesr old lew
IRELAND! of  eormnal  conversation

The Women's Section of the
German wx officiels’ union
and the women's congroecs
of the German civil servants
undon are working for an end
1o the “incomesplitting'
amangement.  wheveby the
joint earnings of husband anc
wife e divided Into tlo
equal tax porthons

Since tax law no longer
recognises problems specific
to women and therefore no
longer takes into account and
spacinl  advantages or
disacdivantages on grounds of
sux. Differences in the trest
mant of men and women are
based only on maritsl status
and, in the cass of certain
measwres, the number of
heir cm Tha “incoene
splining” oywom has maant
that  tax  Bability ranges
widely, depending on family
status and the amount of
incoma.  Married paople
benefit from this distibution
of the tax burden 10 1he 1Ll
oxtent only if one of the two
has no Income at all. It is
poinciple, then, that uns
contrary to marriage partners
sharing oqually in househok!
work and Is an
encouragement for parsonal
taxation,

BT ENACTED WY THE CEREACHTAN AN FOLLOWS |

aows a husbhand to sue
another man for hawng sex
with M wle.

LONDON

London lacks nurserios
a6tting up A nursery i an
txpensive business. A group
of workers at the Trades
Union Congrass
Headquarters. however, has
had the bright idea of finding
& group of Londoan employers
10 shate the cost of
subsidizing & nursery
venture, with parents
to make their
contributions,

The Kingsway Children's
Centre, which has now been
running for over a year, is the
first London créche 1o be
jointty financed by enployers
wnd  employees, providing
plaves for 21 childesn at »
weekly cost per child of £33,
The parents pay one third of
the cost, the employers two
thirds

own

The créche s un by a
committee of parents.
nursary staft and
reprosentatives  from  the
union bodies concemaed, but
thg employers have no say in
its running
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Guide to
Women's
Groups

Councl for the Status of Womon 27
Morsion Square, Dubin 2. Ph 68022 Tha
orgonaation ropresants 31 nationd bodies
with & moembersship of 280,000 One of s
el funcbons Desides  pressng  for
konlative refarm w10 peovide  hiison
batween  Govarnment  depatiments  aned
WOMBN s OIEnsations

Association for Desertéd and  Alone
Parents  ADAPT), Box 673, Dubdn 4
Ctpecinves: Ta prowde  indormation  and
dvice on socsiwolfiwe Bnd Togal rights
Action Inforrmation Motivation (AMM), Aun
Group's Womuon's Cantre, 14 Upper Lesson
51, Duton 4 Ph TEISH? Otyectives. A
prosse groud Sor redoem of Fansly Live
Cork Federation of Women's
Organisationa, 3 Froae's Wak, Cok. Ted
W21) 265405, President: Mes, B de Foubert
Sec. Mairox! Muiphy.

Cherigh. 2 Lr. Pernleche St Dulde: 2, Ph
AR2784  Ohectir Holping By mivicw
couinged andd prachesl dsastner ol g
pavants Co ondmator - Anna Lo

Limerick Federation of Womaen s
Organisations  Chasewoman' Dir. M
MeDisermott, 15 Ahbsey Ave . Lumarchk. (061

46544

Women's Liboration Moverment, P.O. Hox
652, Dotile: 2. Soc: My Sandva Ookes
Wornen's Aid Hostel for Battered women
7 Horcourt Terrace, Dublin 2. PHh SB15E3
Otyctren: To provide & mfuge fon hatterexd
ot gestd (B chldon

Campalgn for & Women's Centre, Fuwr
flose, & Marboroogh  Stroot Dubin
Ph 746268 Eat 4

Women s Studies Group. Soc. Macy Cullen
Ph.28626) (othor hours! o Anvso Crowdey
Adult Iy Comrvmundty  Educatson U,
Maynooth Collnge. A woman's setl
SOUCELON (Fosir who  ofgoress  workahogs
Covormg  vanaus  aspects  of  uMarest W
WOmMON A0 Consomparay My

Rape Crisin Contre Group, No addeowm a)
presoct just phooo ruenbiey, Cal YWel) Woman
Contie, M1 785660 7850005, Otyective
Coungellng srvicn for women who have
boon thped ko o and modcal adweo
Quring)  poiste nveshygaltion o legal
procoedngs (f deseod)

Contraception Action Programme (CAP] #
Maelbosough St Dulsin, Ph 786068, P.R.O
Arng Speod, Obwectives: To press for wider
wform o the ares ol Famdly  Mannng
Logedatoni. They a0 hovg o molslo
contpcepts aovd adhoco wrnt which vty
vatsous panis Y the cowstry, Thes s avadatilo
On 1eQuost

Inish Faminist Fedaration. Same sdoross s
above. Olyectives. 10 D) women' s Grougs
logether on 4 32 county wide scale on a
reguiie Dasn 10 provide supeort, indosmation
and sohifanty

irmh Fomunist Information 45 Bimwood
Avo., Rancipgh, Duldin 6 RAoisin Comvoy o
Mary Doan. Ph 685420 pen)

| 1

KEEP IN TOUCH
Read SFWP's weekly
newspaper

Irish People
EVERY WEEK 3p

For the news the other
papers won't print...

Please send me Womens View
for one year.

Name & address

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
IRELAND/BRITAIN £2
US.A. 4

Make cheques payabk 10 Womens
View, M Goardiser Mace, Dublin |1,
trétamd

NEXT ISSUE
JUNE1

will take @ look at Irish
trade unions and the
question  of  positive
discrimination for
women and more health,
news, books, reviews,
features and
information, plus extra

pages.

Contributions 1o thiy
magazine from our readers are
very welcome,  Particularly
items of local news and events
and information relating to

women's organisations,

Belfast Central Womens Rights Group

Now open

WOMENS
CENTRE

Tuesday 10.00 am - 12.30 pimy;
2.00 pm - 5,00 prry;
7.00 pm - 8.00 pm.
Wednesday 10.00 am - 12.-0 pry;
2.00 - 5.00 pry;
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm.
Thursday 10.00 am - 12.30 pmy;
2,00 pm - 5.00 prmy; -

Saturday 11.00 am - 4.00 pm.

Office

16 Donegall St. |
Belfast 1.
Tel: 43363

TR e e e e

WAITING !
FOR

—
)

TN — — —

g ———

— . ST IR roa

of a Sutfragette postcard, ond of & salection
avallable from the London Museum, London EC 1

Printed by Ropsol Ltd. 30 Gardinor Mace, Dublin 1



